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QA-126 :

Hiram Hammond Farm circa 1830
Wye Mills vicinity

Private

The large brick house on the Hiram Hammond farm
is one of the finest unrestored examples of Federal
architecture in Queen Anne's County. The exterior
has required only minor repairs over the years, while
the interior remains almost pristine, with only minor
alterations and repairs. All of the original interior
trim has survived, including four Federal mantels, a
paneled stair, and unusually bold architraves on tae
first floor. Because the house has never been restored,
it provides a rare opportunity to study original
detail that has never been tampered with or rejuvenated.

To the rear of the house stands a very fine
smokehouse with closely set heavy timber framing.
Inside the meat house is a large curing barrel that
was evidently put in place before the building was
constructed or was made in place, as it is too large
to pass through the door of the building. This is
the only curing barrel recorded in the county.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

=

The Hiram Hammond farm is locatead immediately

b | - to the northwest of the intersection of Maryland
E Route 213 and U. S. Route 50 near Wye Mills.

The early houée on the Hammond farm is of
brick construction, . 2k storles high, three bays
wide and two rooms deeg; with paired brick
chimneys on one gable end and two dormer windows
on either side of th2 broad pitched gable roof.
A frame two story wing projects from the east

{ end of the rear facade.

o The front facade faces south, toward Wye
Mills, It is carefully ordered, with the entrance
in the east bay on the first floor and two .
six-over-six windows to the left of the door,
-three six-over-six windows on the second floor,
and a pair of six~over~51x pltched roof dormers

on the third floor. Three-over-three cellar,

windows are located directly below all three

first floor openings. The paneled entrance door

is set in an opening wlth paneled soffit and
jambs, and is further enhanced by a three-light

transom. The outline of an early entrance

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

porch remains visible, but this was replaced in the

~late 19th century with an open ohe-story pofch with

chémfered and bracketed posts. This porch stretches
across all three bays on the first floor. The brickwork
on this facade is laid in Flemish bond above a five-

course bond foundation. The window openings have

splayed brick jack arches, and a corbeled brick

‘cornice is still visible, though now partially hidden

by a modern box cornice.

The east gable is laid entirely in five course
bond. There are two six-over-six windows on the
first floor, and three on the second floor. The
center window on the second floor is somewhat lower

to allow for the interior stair. A double-arched

window-opening is centered in the upper gable; and is

now fitted with one-over-one sash. This opening
shows evidencé of alterations, and waS_originally
wider and was probably rectangular..'A bulkhead éellar
entrance is located at the north end of this facade.
The gable eaves are boxed in.

The rear facade is partially covered by the later
frame wing, leaving only the west two bayé visible.

Six-over-six windows remain in both béys on the first
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.2 DESCRIPTION

and second floors, and there are three-over-three

.cellar windows below each first floor opening. There

are two dormer windows on the third floor. “The

brickwork on this facade-is,five-course bond.
“The paired brick chimneys rise on the west

-gable, projecting about five>{nches from the wall -

-surface, with corbeled shoulders at the second floor

level. There are two six-over-six windows on the
first and second floor, placed outside the chimneys,

with the wall surface between the chimney's left blank.

.On the third floor, a pair of four-over-four windows
_are located between the chimneys, and.a small window

" opening, now blocked, is centered in the upper gable.

“Phree-over-three cellar windows are located directly
below the first floor openiﬁgs, The ‘brickwork on
this facade is also five-course-bond. The upper
-portion of the rear chimney has been rebuilt in
recent years.

The interior plan consists of ‘a large side hall

along the east wall of the house, with two parlours

to the west. The stair is in a -rather unusual
position, pulled forward away from the rear wall

of the hall, and rising to a landing near the center

~of the hall, then turning 90 degrees and rising to

the second floor. The rear portion of the hall,
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.3 DESCRIPTION

beyond the stair, was later partitioned -off and now

“serves as an informal workroom, with .a-desk and chairs.

The stair has an.-.open string carriage with ornate

stair brackets and raised pang}ing below. The first
section of the ballustrade is‘notsoriginal, but is
typical of the Victorian period, with heavy turned
newels, turned ballusters, -and a heavy walnut rail.

“The original ballustrade survives on the rest of the
stair, and consists of a simpie'continuous.rail

with fine turned newels and delicate tapered ballusters.
The stair brackets are similar but more modest than
those found on the first floor.

A large double door leaés'frOm the first floor
hall into the front or south ha11,>which is in turn
connected to thé rear parlotr by an -even larger double
door opening. There is a fireplacé with an original
mantel centered on the west gable wall. ‘The mantel
is of late Federal style, consisting of a board
surround with plain pilasters, plain sideblocks and

frieze, and a heavily molded shelf that employs-a

~combination of Federal and Greek Revival profiles.

“Phe rear parlour is wvirtually identical,.and~diSplays

a matching mantel and trim. A single paneled door




QA=-126

CONTINUATION SHEET

9.4 DESCRIPTION

.opens into the hall. All of the original interior
“trim survives on this floor,fahd<is typical of the
~ second gquarter of the 19th century. The window and
-door architraves are deeply reeded, with kullseye
-corner blocks. The window -openings are:splayed, and
both the doors and windows have paneled soffits éﬂa
jambs. The rear door in the hall now serves as |
access to the wing, but the original architrave,
.paneled soffit and jambs, and stone sill have.all
survived, while the transom remains in'place but
is now covered from view. |
| The second floor plan reflecté the central
placement of the staif,‘withﬁtwo.large,heatea cﬁambers
to the west of the hall and a single small, unheated
chamber at either end of the hall.
Each of the 1argé west chambers is heated by a
fireplace'on the center of the gable wall. These
bxetain the original mantels, which are typical of the
 late Federal perioa;and are 1e554elab6rate versions
0f those found on the first floor. “The:doorfarcﬁitraﬁes
-are somewhat unusual, consisting of ogee-astragal
~backbands applied to a rabbeted -and beaded fascia

board. The window architraves lack corner blocks,

g e Ty 5 A e




QA-126

CONTINUATION SHEET

7.5 DESCRIPTION

and have shallow grooves rabbeted into pléin fascia
boards. Both the door and window openings have
paneled soffits and jambs, and the window openings
are splayed. : ) .

The stair continues up to the third floor, but
the upper portion of the stair hall has been closed
in to conserve heat, and the_third floor is now used
only for storage. The plan is similar to the second
floor, but the fence walls reduce the overall size
of - all four chambers. The entire third floor is
finished with plaster applied to machine sawn lathing

secured with machine nails. The large southwest

" chamber has a very small fireplace, while the northwest

chamber bears evidence of a‘blocked stove flue,
but the smalier chambers to the east were never
heaﬁed. The door architraves are very plain and
are painted a dull grey-green which appears to be |
the original coat of paint and closely resembles the
third floor trim color at Lansdowne (QA-87). An
original metal box lock with brass knobs survives on
the door to the southeast chamber.

The cellar repeats the first floor plan, with
brick bearing walls below each first floor partition.

There is a large cooking fireplace, now biocked, on
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7.6 DESCRIPTION

+he west wall of the mnorthwest room, and an arched
schimney base in the southwest,robm, A wide, beaded
batten door mounted on a heavy beaded frame and some
«original built-in shelving surﬁive.in the southwest
room. Brick paving is still -evident ih‘the “hall™
-and the northwest room. Thevtéilings are~plastere6,
and above the cellaertairasome»cf'the plaster has
fallen, exposing an interesting -array of lathing,
all secured with machine nails. In addition to a
random mixture of both machine sawn .and hand split
lathing are scraps clearly"scavengéd from the refuse
sof-tﬁe finishﬂcarpenters.working*ﬁpstairs, These
~scraps include beaded strips-prQbahly left over from
«door architraves, and strips with'double_mortise
holes that clearly were cut off -of interior paneled

-doors when they were trimmed to. fit.
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The large brick house on the Hiram Hammond
farm is one of the finest unrestored exampléé of
Federal architecture in Queen Anne's County. The
exterior has required only minor repairs over
the years, while the interior remains almost
pristine, with only minor alteraiioqs and repairs.
All of the original jnterior trim has survived,
jncluding four Federal mantels, a paneled stair,
and unusually bold architraves'on the first
floor. Because the house has never been restored,
it proQides a rare opportunity to study original
detail that has never been tampered with or
rejuvenated. A o e e

To the rear of the house stands a very fine
smokehouse with'closely set heavy timber framing.
Inside the meat house is a large curing barrel
that was evidently put in place before the building

was constructed or was made in place, as it is too

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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large to pass through the door of the building.
This is the only curing barrel recorded in the

county,
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ORGANIZATION . DATE
Queen Anne's County Historical Society 6/11/79
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

RN

- 8- 108




< i : o
T = v .
- cLANN’HAN S

] ’ . 1 ¥ J S
oo VERSE. QRS - g INTRFEA
W Sy man o) i 7

O S A= i © :1_\\ N, \ 3
m} Town Fj}“f/OA Ship Pt \\t} N @ }\ - 2 N \

o 4 > g X 27
/ \“""“"’,/\/j» e ¢ RIVER Z 2 3) <
N Q’:’} \i uartet_/”-—’?\, 7 "

vve

R o <
o) f‘;‘x\;\(\\ g
y

S NN
i ¥ (
0(;/-:"—1 =, Hu\,i/

Uk He 0N
. '

 BMA]

' . 79 : J
Asbury (Ch Py Cf‘u"n'"
AN 5 ;.
o i

{8

o>
)

M)
&

4

A\, / el [\v
AV LTI VR S
\ ,))??w&", AN ',/'/, ¢
5P E“'} o] N
J WrE 0as /“3?."3;‘ \
(\ i STATE A o

, e ] 63
o O
; A} . L
le\tvnultﬂuwl\v

R TITIR R
'J"V ‘J

ooy qakn? "n( Sy \\4: T j
3 E . ' " 1
: i 5o Ol Wye|h . a !
boray ity "L“‘: L i} i ) 1 !
* RS { ] i







QA-126 Hiram Hammond Farm
Wye Mills vicinity
orlando Ridout V 1981
View from Southeast







QA-126 Hiram Hammond Farm
Wye Mills vicinity
Orlando Ridout V 1981
View from Northwest







QA-126 Hiram Hammond Farm
Wye Mills vicinity
Orlando Ridout V 1981
Front (southeast) facade
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Hiram Hammond Farm
Wye Mills vicinity
Orlando Ridout V 1981
Meat House




